The Garden Club of America 2019 NAL Conference
Narrative Talking Points for Capitol Hill Visits

The “Botany Bill”
For your Representatives:

e We ask you to co-sponsor the Botany Bill, H.R. . This will soon be introduced again in the House
by Representatives Quigley (D-IL) and Rooney (R-FL).

e This legislation encourages the use of native plants in restoration and other federal projects and
provides funding to hire more botanists in federal agencies to help combat invasive species and
promote the use of native plants to address drought, improve water quality and promote resilience.

e The Botany Bill needs dozens of cosponsors in both chambers in order to become law.

e Please contact the offices of Reps Quigley and Rooney to become a cosponsor of this legislation.

For your Senators:

e \We ask you to co-sponsor the Botany Bill, S. which will soon be introduced again in the Senate by
Senator Hirono (D-HI).

e Please contact the office of Senator Hirono to cosponsor this critically important legislation.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund: The final push.
For your Senators:

e The Senate recently approved S. 47, one of the most sweeping conservation measures in decades. In
addition to protecting millions of acres of land and hundreds of miles of wild rivers and establishing four
new national monuments, this legislation would permanently authorize the Land and Water
Conservation Fund. GCA was instrumental in securing support for LWCF becoming law in 1965.

e Thank your Senator for supporting S. 47.

For your Representatives: 4

e Ask your Representative to voice strong support for S$.47 to be considered and approved by the House.

With a two-thirds vote in the House, this bill will become law.

Scenic Byways: S. 349

For your Senators:

e Ask your Senators to cosponsor and support S. 349, led by Senators Susan Collins (R-ME) and Ben Cardin
(D-MD). This legislation revives the dormant National Scenic Byways Program.

e |dentical legislation was overwhelmingly approved in the House, H.R. 831. Scenic America, along with the
GCA and other organizations, was instrumental in helping move H.R. 831, led by Representatives Cicilline
(D-RI) and Graves (R-LA).

For your Representatives:

e Thank your Representative for supporting and approving H.R. 831.

e There are currently 150 Scenic Byways in the country, but demand for more has been building for years.
These special roadways limit billboards, a longtime GCA priority, create corridors for nature and encourage
the use of native plants and vegetation in some of our most cherished places.

National Parks

For your Senators:

e Support S.500, the Restore Our Parks Act, bipartisan legislation introduced by Sens. Portman (R-OH)
Warner (D-VA), Alexander (R-TN), and King (I-ME).
For your Representatives:
e Support H.R. 1225, which is similar to the Senate bill and would direct $6.5 billion to address a critical

maintenance backlog in our National Parks. This bill is led by Representatives Rob Bishop (R-UT) and
Derek Kilmer (D-WA).
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%ONCE SSMAN EARL BLUMENAUER (D-OR, 3rd District)
Earl Blumenauer‘has had a life-long career in public service. As a student at Lewis and Clark

College, he spearheaded the effort to lower the voting age both in Oregon and at the national
level. He was elected to the Oregon Legislature in 1972, to the Multnomah County Com-
mission in 1998, and to the Portland City Council in 1986. There, his 10-year tenure as the
Commissioner of Public Works demonstrated his leadership on the innovative accomplish-
ments in transportation, planning, environmental programs and public participation that have
helped Portland earn an international reputation as one of America's most livable cities. He was
elected to the House of Representatives in 1996 and joined the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee, where he was a strong advocate for federal policies that address transporta-
tion alternatives, provide housing choices, support sustainable economies and improve the environment. He was the
vice- chair of the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming from 2007 to 2010. He is currently
a membergé%wﬁ% and Means C ?igei%nd the subcommittees on Health, Oversight, and Tax Policy.
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REPRESENTATIVE LEE ZELDIN 1R lst Dlsmc
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Congressman Lee Zeldin is a Republican sefving New Yorks Is dlstt ction eastern Lon

Island. In the 114th Congress he won passage of a bill opposing plans to sell 840-acre Plum
Island, a stretch of federally owned land in Long Island Sound that was coveted by developers.
He has called on the Environmental Protection Agency to end waste dumping in eastern Long
Island Sound and got $10 million added to a House appropriations bill to fund efforts along
the sound to deal with rising sea levels. Zeldin belonged to the Bipartisan Climate Solutions
Caucus in the 115th Congress. Before winning election to the House, Zeldin served a four-
year term in the New York State Senate. Congressman Zeldin was the became the youngest
attorney sworn in to the New York State Bar in 2004 at age 23.He served four years in the
U.S. Army and was deployed as a paratrooper in the Irag War in 2006. He is now a major in the Army reserves.

SENATOR BOOZMAN (R-AZ)

Senator John Boozman (R-AR) is the senior United States Senator for Arkansas. He served as
the United States Representative for Arkansas's 3rd congressional district from 2001 to 2011.
He won a special election in 2002 to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served as
assistant majority whip and sat on the Republican Policy Committee. He was an advocate

for drug policy issues and chaired the Veteran Affairs Economic Opportunity Subcommittee,
where he led the passage of bills expanding services for unemployed veterans. Boozman was
elected to the United States Senate in 2010. On the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion and Forestry, he is the Chairman of that committee's Subcommittee on Commodities, Risk
Management and Trade. He also serves on the Senate Committee on Appropriations where he
is the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies.
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REPRESENTATIVE KlL ER (D-WA, 5th District)

2y
erek Kanezjg the Congressman from Washington State's 6th District. He was elected to

the House Repr se%ﬂvps ;{%M bl
ngress W%@gﬁr%mm Select Committee on

the Modermzatlon of Congress. He also was elected chairman of the New Democrat Coali-
tlon a 90-strong group of moderate, pro- busmess Democrats and became co-chairman of the

Working Croup ich.exi slagion.
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env1ronmenta regulatlon and has sou p for the dozen federally-recogn

tribes in his district to protect their communities and sacred sites from the effects of climate change. His other legisla-

n\ve WSts mcltl/diganmn government and campaign finance.

REPRESENTATIVE SUOZZI (D-NY, 3rd District)

Tom Suozzi (D-NY) is a CPA and attorney who is the U.S. Representative of or New
York's 3rd district. He was the County Executive of Nassau County, New York, in office
from 2002 to 2009. He was first elected to the post in 2001 after four terms as mayor

of Glen Cove, New York. Suozzi sits on the House Ways and Means Committee and sits
on the House Subcommittee on Tax Policy and Oversight. A self described “reasonable”
person, Suozzi is vice chairman of the Problem Solvers Caucus, a group of 20 Democrats
and 20 Republicans looking to find bipartisan solutions to the nation's woes. Suozzi is also
co-chairman of the bipartisan Congressional Quiet Skies Caucus, which seeks to raise

, awarefiess-of, and find solutlons tOﬁl?:raft noise.
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§ENATOR CAPITO (R WV)

Senator Capito entered the U.S. Senate in 2014. She is the first female U.S. Senator in
West Virginia. After serving West Virginia's Second Congressional District in the U.S.
House of Representatives for 14 years, and as a member of the West Virginia House of Del-
egates for four years prior, Shelley decided to run for Senate to be an even stronger voice
for the Mountain State. Capito believes that today's challenges demand bipartisan solutions
and cooperation across the aisle to advance legislation that benefits the country as a whole.

Shelley serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee; the Commerce, Science and
Transportation Committee; the Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee; and the
Rules and Administration Committee. She serves as Chairman of the EPW Committee’s Clean Air and Nuclear Safety
Subcommittee.

A lifelong West Virginian, Capito holds a B.S. in Zoology from Duke University and a M.Ed. from the University of
Virginia.
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SENATOR TODD YOUNG (R-IN)

Todd Young is an American politician serving as the senior United States Senator from
Indiana since 2017. From 2011 to 2017 he was the U.S. Representative for Indiana’s 9th
congressional district. Todd Young, who calls himself a “libertarian-conservative,” was the
chief author of a bill to require congressional approval of any major rule or regulation
promulgated by the executive branch.

Young is a member of the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, which has
oversight of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and its potentially
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REPRESENTATIVE JARED HUFFMAN (D-CA, 2nd District)

Jared William Huffman has been the U.S. Representative for California's 2nd congressional dis-
trict since 2013. From 2006 to 2012, Huffman was a member of the California State Assembly,
representing the 6th district. He was elected to Congress in November 2012. His congressional
district covers the North Coast from the Golden Gate Bridge to the Oregon border. Huffman
is on the House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis, the House Committee on Natural
Resources and the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. This year he has
sponsored H.R. 309, Stop Arctic Ocean Dirilling Act, HR. 310 West Coast Ocean Protection
Act of 2019, H.R. 1146 Arctic Cultural and Coastal Plain Protection Act and the H. CON.
RES.15: Expressing the commitment of the Congress to the Paris Agreement.

CONCRESSMAN TT ES (R-LA 6th District)
YN &wwez

ongressman Garret Cravds became a member of Congress in 2015. No stranger to climate
disasters, Graves served as Chairman of the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority in
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal's cabinet for 6 years. He streamlined the state's government while
guiding the region through 3 hurricanes, record flooding on the Mississippi, and the BP oil
spill. At the start of the 115th Congress, Garret was named Chairman of the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment, which over-
sees water resources development and regulatory programs administered by the U.S. Army
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REPRESENTATIVE DONALD McEACHIN (D-VA, 4th District)

Virginia Congressman Donald McEachin was elected to Virginia's 4th District in 2016. He
currently serves as a member of the Leader's Environmental Messaging Team in the House
and he is a member of the Committee on Natural Resources. He sits on the Subcommittee on
Federal Lands. Prior to his service in Congress, Mr. McEachin served as a legislator in Virgin-
ia's General Assembly for twenty years. In the 115th Congress Representative McEachin in-
troduced The Healthy Environment for Children Act. This act was designed protect people's
health from environmental factors such as air pollution, climate change, water and air quality.
He co-founded the Virginia Environment and Renewable Energy Caucus and Environmental
and Climate Justice Task Force, working to push towards green policies. He has also sought to
enroll Virginia in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative and create a mandatory statewide renewable energy standard.
McEachin also worked to raise fines on polluters and create a list of toxic waste sites in Virginia.

3




